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MANILA -- A shipment,
containing 276 kg. of sha-
bu worth PHP1.8 billion and
packed to appear like tea
products, was intercepted
by the Bureau of Customs
(BOC) and the Philippine
Drug Enforcement Agency
(PDEA) at the Manila Inter-
national Container Port
(MICP) Friday night.

MICP District Collector,
lawyer Erastus Sandino
Austria, said the illegal
drugs, declared as plastic
resin, were found inside a
40-foot container van that
arrived at the Manila North
Harbor last March 17.

“When the container
was inspected, Customs
and PDEA found 12 sacks
containing items wrapped
in clear cellophane and
sealed in foil packaging
designed to look like tea
products,” Austria said in a
statement.

“Upon testing the sam-
ple of the subject sub-
stance, authorities were
able to confirm that the items
were shabu,” he added.

The shipment was al-
legedly consigned to Wealth
Lotus Empire Corp.

The contents of the in-
tercepted shipment will be
inventoried, and the illegal
drugs found were turned
over to PDEA for proper han-
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dling and investigation.

PDEA Director General
Aaron Aquino said the ap-
prehension was a result of
their close coordination with
their counterparts from Viet-
nam.

“At 2 a.m. today (Friday),
PDEA received information
from our international coun-
terparts from Vietnam that
the container aboard a ship
named Callao Bridge
V145E from Ho Chi Minh
City, Vietnam arrived in Ma-
nila. The said ship con-
tained huge amounts of il-
legal drugs,” Aquino said.

Acting on the report, the
Customs Intelligence and
Investigation Service pro-
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ceeded with the profiling of
the subject container
aboard the vessel and nar-
rowed the suspicion to-
wards one shipment.

Austria immediately or-
dered an X-ray examination,
followed by the full physical
examination of the contain-
er of the suspected ship-
ment in the presence of rep-
resentatives of the PDEA,
and the Philippine Coast
Guard.

Based on the report, the
intercepted shipment of
drugs was processed by
customs broker Jane A.
Castillo with business ad-
dress at Sta. Lucia St., Intra-
muros, Manila.
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The BOC official attrib-
uted the successful appre-
hension of the illegal drugs
through strengthened link-
ages, proper coordination,
intelligence sharing and
close partnership PDEA has
with other agencies.

“The Bureau of Cus-
toms and PDEA remain vig-
ilant in order to intercept
such kind of shipments,”
Aquino said.

With this, Customs Com-
missioner Rey Leonardo
Guerrero said he will immedi-
ately revoke the customs ac-
creditation of the involved con-
signee and customs broker,
and appropriate charges will
be filed against them.
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“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,

and He will flee from you.” - James 4:7




