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MANILA -- The De-
partment of the Interior
and Local  Govern-
ment (DILG) has filed
a complaint against
45 mayors before the
Off ice of  the Om-
budsman for their al-
leged failure or refusal
to create Anti-Illegal
Drugs Abuse Council
(ADAC) in their areas.

DILG Secretary Ed-
uardo Año said the
complaint was filed
against the second
batch of 25 mayors on
Wednesday afternoon.
The first batch of com-
plaints against 20 may-
ors were filed last
March 14.

Raps filed vs. 45 mayors for failure
to create local ADAC

said in a statement.
Of the 45 mayors,

15 are in the Bicol re-
gion, particularly in Al-
bay, Camarines Sur,
Catanduanes, Mas-
bate, and Sorsogon
provinces.

Seven are in the
Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Mus-
l im Mindanao
(BARMM), specifically
in Basilan, Tawi-Tawi,
and Lanao del  Sur
provinces.

Five are from Abra
and Ifugao provinces,
and five from Palawan
province.

In Central Visayas,
four mayors are in Cebu

province. In Earlier, Año
said they intend to in-
stitutionalize the ADAC
program by urging Con-
gress to pass a legis-
lation on it.

He said the war
against drugs is a
“whole-of-government
approach” and can only
be won when everyone
“chips in” their contribu-
tion.

The local govern-
ments in the barangay,
municipal, and provin-
cial levels are mandat-
ed to convene their
ADACs to address first-
hand drug issues in
areas of their jurisdic-
tion. (PNA)

Duterte asks Misuari to form negotiating panel

MANILA -- The Mak-
abayan bloc’s allega-
tions that the Armed
Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP), along with
other government
agencies, is engaged
in partisan political ac-
tivities are "meant to
tarnish the image" of
the military, an official
said Thursday.

AFP Public Affairs
Office chief, Col. Noel
Detoyato, denied the
allegations of the left-
leaning group that the
AFP, the Philippine Na-
tional Police and the
Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Go-
vernment are into par-
tisan political activities,
system vilification, and
red-tagging of organi-
zations.

Military not engaged in partisan political activities
"The AFP will never

engage in partisan pol-
itics. The sweeping
statement of this group
is meant to tarnish the
image of the AFP, which
is at the forefront of en-
suring the security and
safeguarding the rights
of the voters so that they
can freely go out and
vote this coming mid-
term elections,"
Detoyato said.

Detoyato said the
Makabayan bloc
should instead con-
vince voters and the

public that their group is
not part of any violent
efforts to topple the gov-
ernment.

"Why don't they just
concentrate on convinc-
ing the voters that they
are not part of the group
that wants to bring down
the government
through violent means
instead of concentrating
on destroying the image
of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines,"
Detoyato said.

"The only time the
voters will believe them

that they are not part of
the group that is con-
spiring to violently bring
down the government
and change our way of
life is when they public-
ly denounce the CPP-
NPA-NDF (Communist
Party of the Philippines-
New People's Army-
National Democratic
Front) and its fronts," he
said.

The CPP-NPA is
listed as a terrorist or-
ganization by the Unit-
ed States and the Eu-
ropean Union. (PNA)

MANILA -- Presi-
dent Rodrigo R. Duterte
has asked Moro Na-
tional Liberation Front
(MNLF) founding chair-
man Nur Misuari to
form a negotiating pan-
el to address his
group's concerns.

Duterte made this
response to Misuari
when they met in Mala-
cañang on Tuesday
and the MNLF leader
told the President that
he will go to war if the
proposed shift to a fed-
eral system will not
materialize.

“Sabi ni Misuari
kagabi (Misuari said
last night), ‘If you do not
give it to me, let me be
very honest: I will go to
war.’ Sabi ko (I replied),
I understand that Nur.
So ganito na lang
gawin natin (So here's

what we will do). Let’s
form a panel because
we have to inform the
people. We cannot ne-
gotiate secretly here,"
Duterte said in his
speech during the cam-
paign rally of the Parti-
do Demokratiko Pilipi-
no–Lakas ng Bayan
(PDP-Laban) in Mariki-
na City on Wednesday
night.

“Sabi ko para (I
said, so that) day to day
they will be briefed kung
ano outcome, how
gusto mo ma-apply
yung federal system sa
gusto mo, gaya ba ng
BOL o different type.
(What the outcome,
how you want to ap-
ply the federal sys-
tem the way you want.
Would it be like the
Bangsamoro Organic
Law or  a d i f ferent

type),” he added.
The President said

Misuari expressed his
desire for federalism
which was promised to
his group since the ad-
ministration of former
President Corazon
Aquino.

"Iyan ang inaasa-
han ng mga Moro para
magkaroon naman
sila, magkaroon, ma-
bawi nila ‘yung mga
lupa na inagaw ng mga
pari, mga Español pati
Amerikano (That is
what Moros expect for
them to regain the
lands grabbed by the
priests, Spaniards,
Americans)," he said.

Duterte met with Mi-
suari after the MILF
leader returned from an
overseas trip.

“Misuari kagabi gal-
ing siya abroad, (Mis-

uari returned from
abroad last night) I al-
lowed him to go out
kasi may kaso siya.
Sabi ko (because he is
facing charges. I told
him) when you come
back come here, we’ll
talk,” Duterte said.

The President said
National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon
Jr., Presidential Peace
Adviser Carlito Galvez Jr.
and Palace Spokesman
Salvador Panelo were
present when he met with
Misuari.

Duterte earlier said
he “admired” Misuari's
patience in peace ne-
gotiations.

Meanwhile, Panelo
said Misuari "was very
happy" with the Presi-
dent's response to
form a negotiating pan-
el.  (PNA)

Gov't appeals to keep
oceans, seas plastic-free
MANILA -- The De-

partment of Agriculture-
Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources
(DA-BFAR) on
Wednesday appealed
to keep the oceans and
seas free from plastic
and other harmful pol-
lutants following the re-
cent death of a Cuvier's
Beaked Whale in Com-
postela Valley waters.

In a statement, the
DA-BFAR expressed re-
gret over the incident,
"which is somehow a re-
sult of improper wastes
disposal".

Last March 15, the
Cuvier's Beaked
Whale, about 15.4 feet
long and seven feet
wide, was found
stranded along the
coastline of Barangay
Cadunan in Mabini,
Compostela Valley
Province.

The incident was
reported to the DA-
BFAR in Region 11
(Davao Region), which
immediately dis-
patched a team to re-
spond to the beached
marine mammal,
which is considered an
endangered species.

The DA-BFAR said
several attempts to
properly ferry the
beached whale to
deeper waters were
made. However, de-
spite these efforts, the
whale returned to shal-

low waters where its
condition further deteri-
orated and eventually
died.

A necropsy was per-
formed on the whale
and BFAR 11 collected
tissue samples for sci-
entific determination of
other possible causes
of death through a se-
ries of histopathologic
tests.

The initial diagnosis
of death is ingestion of
huge amount (88
pounds) of foreign objects
mostly of plastics, pend-
ing the complete result of
necropsy.

The animal's re-
mains are now under-
going preservation pro-
cess and its bones will
be preserved for edu-
cational exhibit purpos-
es.

"Following this inci-
dent, we urge the gen-
eral public and all con-
cerned government en-
tities to support the Ma-
linis at Masaganang
Karagatan, a holistic
program of the DA-
BFAR, which would en-
sure that our seas and
oceans are free of plas-
tics and other harmful
pollutants," it said.

"(The) DA-BFAR is
committed to further in-
tensifying its monitoring
and law enforcement
efforts to be more re-
sponsive on incidents
of marine mammal
stranding and safe-
guard our seas from
destructive activities to
prevent similar occur-
rences from happening
in the future," it added.
(PNA)

Rise of China means growth
of PH, neighbors: Locsin

MANILA-- Foreign

Affairs Secretary Te-
odoro Locsin Jr. on

Tuesday reaffirmed the
Philippines support to

China as the rising
power in the East, say-

ing the emergence of a
"new China" creates a

world where the devel-
oping nations have a

chance.
Locsin said Manila

has much to hope for,

and nothing to fear from
the rise of a new pow-

er. This, as it hoped for
a "new world" where a

state's goal to get rich-
er is through helping

others prosper.
Citing what he

wrote in the Philippine-
China memorandum

of understanding on
the Belt and Road Ini-

tiative, Locsin said
there is no other coun-

try but the new China
that aspired to rise high-

er by helping others
rise alongside her.

"To put it in concrete
terms, without the new

China, there will be no
prospect whatsoever

for the developing
world to grow into

emerging economies.

We would still be, as

throughout the second
half of the last century

we were, at the mercy
of Western markets

which, on a whim, can
turn us away—as they

did throughout the
post- and neo-colonial

period," he said during
a joint presser with

State Councilor and
Foreign Minister Wang

Yi on Wednesday.
"The emergence of

a new China is creat-
ing a world where the

lesser have a chance.
And more than a

chance: cooperation for
mutual benefit instead

of words," he added.
On the two coun-

tries' cooperation, Loc-
sin and Wang vowed to

deepen Philippines-

China relations.
Although a lot of

work remains to be
done, there are "great-

er advantages" in the
two nations' collabora-

tion across a wide
range of areas, Locsin

said.
"There is so much

to look forward to and
accomplish that will be

of much greater value
to both of us than those

differences can ever be
to each one," he noted.

Locsin also as-
sured the Chinese offi-

cial that Manila will look
after the Chinese peo-

ple in the Philippines.
"You have our as-

surance that the Philip-
pines will look out for

your people in my coun-
try as I have seen Chi-

na look out for our peo-
ple in yours," said Loc-

sin, who is in Beijing for
his first official visit to

China.
Prior to his presser

with Wang, he met with
Vice President Wang

Qishan, a stalwart of
the Chinese Commu-

nist Party, who reaf-
firmed China’s com-

mitment to further
strengthening bilateral

relations with Manila.
Also present during

the meeting were Exec-
utive Secretary Salva-

dor Medialdea and Phil-
ippine economic man-

agers led by Finance
Secretary Carlos

Dominguez. (PNA)


